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SUBJECT: THREE ARRESTED FOR JOURNALIST'S MURDER 

REF: SD 1334 

1. POLICE HAVE ARRESTED TWO MEMBERS JUAN BOSCH'S PARTIDO 
DE LA LIBERACION DOMINICANA (PLD) AND A WRITER FOR WEEKLY 
"AHORA" NEWSMAGAZINE AS SUSPECTS IN MURDER OF ORLANDO 
MARTINEZ. THEY ARE: DIOMEDES MERCEDES, FORMER PARTIDO 
COMUNISTA DOMINICANO, NOW PLD MEMBER, WHO HAS OFTER BEEN 
SUSPECTED OF POLITICAL VIOLENCE; RAFAEL ANTONIO LUNA, PLD 
ACTIVIST WITH RECORD OF ALLEGED VIOLENCE; AND MELVIN MANON 
ROSSI, WRITER FOR "AHORA", FORMERLY EDITED BY MARTINEZ. 

2. AUTHORITIES HAVE MADE PUBLIC NO EVIDENCE LINKING THESE 
MEN TO CRIME. PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT CITES ONLY "INDICATIONS" 
THAT THEY WERE "MATERIAL AND INTELLECTUAL" PERPETRATORS 
OF THE MURDER. MEANWHILE, BODY OF ORLANDO MARTINEZ HAS 
BEEN EXHUMED AND BULLET REMOVED. BUT BALLISTICS TESTS 
NOT YET COMPLETED. 

3. ANNOUNCEMENT OF ARRESTS HAS MET GENERAL SKEPTOSISM. 
BOSCH HAS DENOUNCED WHOLE PROCEDURE AND CALLED FOR DIS- 
SOLUTION OF INVESTIGATING COMMISSION. MANON'S FEKILY AND 
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ARREST, ISSUED STATEMENT THAT IT WAS ALL ONLY A MANEUVER 
AND THAT THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS ARREST WOULD BE "NORTH- 
AMERICAN IMPERIALISM, ITS EMBASSY AND ITS INSTRUMENTS, 

PRESIDENT JOAQUIN BALAGUER, THE EXTENSION OF THE CIA IN 
SANTO DOMINGO AS THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE DIRECTORATA A 
THE POLICE COMMISSION, THE POLICE HIERARCHY, THE JUDGE OF 
INSTRUCTION AND THE PUBLIC PROSECUTOR." 

4. COMMENT: LEAST CREDIBLE ASPECT OF POLICE CASE IS FACT 
THAT ON APRIL 9, AT VERY MOMENT PRESIDENT BALAGUER WAS 
BROADCASTING APPEAL TO CITIZENRY TO COOPERATE IN HELPING 
TO FIND MARTINEZ' KILLERS, PUBLIC PROSECUTOR WAS KNOWN TO 
BE PREPARING HIS ANNOUNCEMENT OF ARREST OF THESE THREE 
SUSPECTS. THERE IS WIDESPREAD DOUBT THAT IF POLICE REALLY 
THOUGHT THEY WERE HOLDING MARTINEZ' KILLERS PRESIDENT 
WOULD HAVE BEEN UNINFORMED. HURWITCH 
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